Lea, you
are going
to outlive
us all!
Brother
who lived
his life in
prison

Dear Friends of Hope Dolls,

My name is Lea Lakeside-Scott and | began Hope Dolls with a
passion for abused children and a personal knowledge of the pain
these children carry into adulthood. I believed then that one
person can make the difference in an at-risk teen’s life. | still
believe that, but | have learned that by combining my passion with
the gifts and talents of the community, we are able to reach out to
more teens and be more effective. | am asking you today to become
involved with breaking the cycle that begins with the abuse of a
child.

| was a child of immigrants immersed in poverty, and am the only
one of four who overcame the horrific abuse inflicted in my home.
My other three siblings chose lifestyles of crime and abuse which
resulted in their premature deaths.

Initially, due to my sense of hopelessness, | also made choices that
put my future at- risk. The only difference was one woman who
reached out to me, showed me that I had value and made the
difference between life and death.

| know the value of one person caring enough to mentor another.
Without this one person, | would have been another statistic.
Instead | worked hard to complete my Bachelor’s Degree in
Business Administration and raised two children as a single
mother.

| always dreamed of having a doll of my own as a child (something
to hug and hold when I wasn’t hugged or held), and as an adult |
began a project to provide beautiful dolls for children who had
been abused. The dolls became my symbol of all that is lost
through neglect and abuse.

In 2000, the volunteer coordinator of Donald E. Long Youth
Detention Center in Multnomah, County Oregon approached me
about spending my Saturdays working with the girls in detention.
My initial goal was to have the girls take broken dolls and fix them
for little girls of low-income and domestic violence homes.

| figured this would help these girls to give back to the community
and take something that was ragged and worn and make it
beautiful. What a wonderful picture of the possibilities for their
life! It would also give the little girls something they could cherish
that could ease their pain.

My passion has not diminished, and the needs have not lessened. |
now work full-time assuring the Hope Doll Youth Center is a safe
and nurturing setting for the at risk teens. Please join me as |
continue to help those who have been hurt by the ones who were
called to love them. We may be their last hope!

With love,
Lea

As | got older
| realized
that | needed
to do
something to
protect some
child or help
some child
who had
experienced
what I had
experienced.
Lea



When |
think about
my father’s
scary
bloodshot
eyes from
drinking, 1
cringe.
Client

| am stuck
ina
treatment
center for
drugs and
alcohol.
When mom
does this, |
am very
hurt inside
because |
expect her
to be a big
part of my
support.
Client

The Problem

It is a well known fact that children who grow
up with abuse and neglect are more likely to
grow up to be adult offenders.

According to Childabuse.com:

e More than 2.9 million reports of possible
maltreatment involving children were made to child
protective service agencies in calendar year 2003.

e The actual incidence of abuse and neglect is
estimated to be three times greater than the
number reported to authorities.

e Child abuse is reported-on average-every 10
seconds.

¢ Men and women serving time in the nation's
prisons and jails report a higher incidence of abuse
as children than the general population.

¢ Research has found that repeated sexual abuse is
related to substance abuse.

e As many as 15 million young people are at-risk of
not reaching productive adulthood-falling prey to
crime, drugs and other problems.

e About 1.5 million children have a father or mother
in prison

e Over half a million children are in foster care, more
than one fifth of whom are awaiting adoption

e |n 1997, more than one million babies were born to
unwed mothers, many of them barely past their
own teen years

¢ More than one out of six American families with
children lives on an annual income of $17,000 or
less.

e |In the Portland area alone we have 6,000 foster
teens, and over one-third of them get abandoned
to the streets without any kind of job skills

e The emotional and mental impact of abuse can only
be broken in a supportive environment where teens
feel safe enough to discuss his or her pain with
someone who will listen without judging

I am finally
out of my bad
home
situation, but
without your
help I don’t
know how my
little sister
and | would
have gotten
clothes.
Jessica



Thank you
so much for
helping me
notice the
good things
in life!
Client-
name with
held

This is my
5" time
being here.
I really like
it a lot!

The Solution

e Circle of Hope Project involves a youth
center and thrift store where at risk teens
become part of the solution. Hope Dolls is
breaking the cycle of domestic abuse by
teaching self-sufficiency skills and
effective problem solving.

At-risk youth need a safe environment where they can
be mentored in life skills and learn a marketable skill.

1. Juveniles in detention centers need to have a
sense of purpose in or to change the direction
of their lives.

2. Children in domestic violence situations need
help to ease the pain as their mothers try to
improve their lives.

3. The general public needs an understanding of
the effect of domestic violence and how their
involvement can help break the cycle.

Hope Dolls Mission

Hope Dolls encourages youth development with
a community of volunteers interacting with
incarcerated juveniles and at-risk youths,

Imagine a place where at risk teens can come
for unique job training and mentoring. In this
homelike atmosphere staff and volunteers
make children feel safe and loved, perhaps for
the first time. This is a training center where
they can learn sKills necessary to support
themselves in an encouraging environment that
promotes possibility and personal challenges.

e Youth development succeeds in ending the
cycle of violence and abuse.

e The Circle of Hope Project utilizes love,
computer technology and life skills to reach at
risk teens and victims of domestic violence.

I will be
starting my
new job on
Tuesday
and I will
finally be
off welfare.
I will look
good and
feel good
about
myself
knowing |
have
something
nice to
wear,
thanks to
you!
True-May



My name is
Debbie. |
recently
divorced my
husband after
he became
physically and
emotionally
abusive. He cut
up all my
clothes and |
had nothing to
wear to look
for a job. Hope
Dolls is
helping me to
get back into
the workforce.

Thank you again
so very much for
coming to our
church and
sharing your
story. We were
moved by your
testimony and
your
determination to
help others. We
think you are
doing great!
Jean

Our youth center and thrift store provides a
safe haven where at-risk teens are taught
career skills that they would be unable to
obtain elsewhere.

Hope Dolls sets an example for at-risk youths
by showing them the need for their active
participation in the community.

The teens are evaluated and assisted in finding
the best position for their personal skill set.
When we give teens the chance to succeed on
their own, they realize the potential they
possess.

The Plan

Understanding the prevalence of video games
and that technology is not going away, Hope
Dolls utilizes computers and computer
programs to help develop creativity, respect,
personal growth and other tools necessary to
survive in today’s world.

At-risk teens are taught computer and
business skills to build self esteem and also
learn essential employment basics.

Hope Dolls Thrift Store provides clothing and
necessities to low income and at risk adults to
assist with job search. The store collaborates
with other agencies and when a client has been
screened by partner agencies, the client is able
to receive quality-donated clothing.

Hope dolls provides guidance, equipment and
donated items for basic needs.

The Circle of Hope Project allows the adult
prisoner to make things to raise money for the
at risk teens to help keep them out of prison.
We want the teens to then make things for the
children of domestic violence who will then
know that they are loved. We need generous
donors to complete the process.

Dear Lea,
| promise
to try to
stay out of
trouble. |
will try to
stay out of
prison.
Ashley

Thank you
for caring
for us
young
ladies who
have been
in the
system. You
are like big
sisters to
us.



Thanks a
whole
bunch! It
was very
helpful for
me to do
this for
other kids!
Client

The Needs

The problem of abused children is not going
away. Your tax-deductible donation to Hope
Dolls will help at risk teens to learn new sKkills
and build their self-esteem.

Please join us and become the solution for
those who only learned pain from those who
should have given comfort. Let’s stop the cycle
of hurting in this generation!

o $80.00 will mentor 6 teens for 1 day-providing
unique one on one business skill training

0o $35.00 will provide 2 full outfits for an
unemployed adult or teen

o $500.00 will allow us to purchase new
computer equipment to provide training for
one more at risk teen

Our History

"Give a man a fish and you will feed him for a
day. Teach a man to fish and you will feed him
for a lifetime.” Chinese Proverb

Hope Dolls began in April 2000. Its mission was to
create a support network that reached out to
children of abuse and poverty, and men and women
women in correctional facilities. Beginning with used,
donated dolls, girls at the detention center would
clean and dress the dolls in clothing made by women
in correctional facilities and volunteers. The dolls
were then delivered to children in shelters, mental
health facilities and low-income housing projects.

Lea started out by developing a program to restore
and distribute dolls because they are characteristic of
the abuse she endured as a child. She would watch
other children play with their toys and wish that she
had only one of her own. She wanted to provide
something for children to hug and love who have not
experienced love themselves.

“I am only
one, but |
still am one, |
cannot do
everything,
but I still can
do
something.”
Helen Keller



Hi,

I’m here at
Hope Dolls
and I like it
here. | feel safe
here and there
are people here
who care about
you. There’s a
lot of
communication
and
understanding
here.

Client

The program was so successful that in 2000, Lea
acquired a small basement space in which to mentor
additional girls. In 2001, a 1,300 square foot facility

was obtained which soon proved inadequate for the
ever-increasing scope of Hope Dolls. Three years
later a 2,300 square foot thrift store and youth
center was opened. At that time, Hope Dolls
expanded to include toys for boys and changed the
name to “Hope Dolls, Planes and Trains”.

Over the last four years the program has gone from
a crafting programs that allowed for great
mentorship’s, to a great computer/EBay center
where we teach teens computer and self-sufficiency
skills.

The Circle of Hope Project utilizes LOVE, COMPUTER
TECHNOLOGY, and LIFE SKILLS to aid at-risk teens
and victims of domestic violence.

The Circle of Hope Project is our youth center and
thrift store currently located at 4926 SE Division,
Portland OR. This center provides a safe haven
where troubled teens do a multitude of projects that
include restoring toys for abused children, learning
life skills, computer skills and EBay sales. The teens
are mentored and cared for in a safe and nurturing
environment.

Through the EBay project, the teens work
independently learning marketing, accounting,
effective communication, along with computer skills
and self-sufficiency.

Hope Dolls also provides clothing and necessities to
low-income and at-risk adults.

At DePaul, we
believe that
involving
responsible adults
and other role
models from the
surrounding
community such as
the staff and
volunteers at Hope
Dolls, is necessary
for the support and
recovery of each
individual.



Where We are Today

From January to May of 2005-

> 264 at risk teens were provided

clothing and necessities for free. The
clothing alone would have been worth

EBay is more more than $40,000 at our cost of top

profitable than brand-name for only $4 each. The

babysitting or additional necessities provided would

many other have been in excess of $40,000 (new

Jobs and baby clothing etc. for pregnant and

ﬁ?;::g?]%iz parenting teens.) These same teens

their computer were provided one-on-one mer)toring -

skills and gain with adult staff throughout their | had a lot

entrepreneurial community service projects. of fun

skills. 309 volunteers and 221 community making
service workers donated their labor to dolls with
Hope Dolls. If wages had been paid, it you guys! |
would have cost more that $635,000. wish | had
These adults were also mentored and d mom.

Adrienne

worked with one-on-one so provide
them with the knowledge that if they
improve their lives, their children will
have better lives.

170 adults were given clothing and

| appreciate necessities for free. The clothing alone
you giving us would have totaled $3,400 at our cost
the of $4 each and the additional
opportunity necessities of furniture, food, etc.

to help you would have exceeded $50,000.

give The need continues to grow, but our
enjoyment to budget has not allowed for the

the little salaries that are necessary to insure
ones. | am stability for our clients. We need to be
glad I can be able to provide training and quality

a HERO.

assurance for volunteers and staff.



Our Vision for the Future

Over the last four years, the program has
grown from a crafting program that allowed
for great mentorship to a one of a kind EBay
computer center where teens are taught
computer skills and self-sufficiency.

% Our long-term vision is to expand our
computer learning center and EBay training
area.

« We want to add staff to help train our
volunteer mentors and to give quality control
to all aspects of our program.

% We want to train our teens to be able to
supervise and manage aspects of the Circle of
Hope that would give them skills beyond what
they currently receive. Using staff to teach
supervision would maximize staff efficiency.



Collaborating Agencies

Hope Dolls collaborates with other agencies to provide full service
without duplication. By helping us, you help many. Below is a list of
some of the agencies we share our resources with.
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Alcoholics Anonymous
Buckman House

Canby Christian Church (Assists
Mexico Missions)

Cascadia Mental Health Center
Clackamas Probation And Parole
For Teens

Clinton House

Columbia River Corrections
Columbia Villa Low-Cost
Housing

Commission for the Blind
Department of Corrections
Donald E. Long School Project
Support

DePaul Youth Treatment Center
Dress for Success

Emmanuel Temple

GEARS

Helensview High School
(Pregnant And Parenting Teens)
Human Solutions

Immigration and Refugee
Community Organization
(IRCO)

Integration and Independence
Employment Advocates Inc.
Job Genies

John’s Landing Center
LIFEWORKS Northwest

Lotus

Marshall High School

Morrison Mental Health Center
Multnomah County Community
Service

Multnomah County Donald E.
Long Detention Center
Multnomah County Re-Entry
Narcotics Anonymous

The Native American
Association

Neighborhood Teens

(0]

(0]
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o
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North District Probation And
Parole Department

North Medford Children Services
Branches

North Medford Hospitals And
Police Departments

North Medford Mental County
Health Agency

North Medford Teen Parent
Programs

North Medford Teen Shelters
Northwest Women's Shelter
Oregon City Public Schools
(SAGE School)

Portland Community College
Workforce Program

Portland Public Schools
Vocational and Transitional
Services Program

Portland Rescue Mission
Portland Women'’s Crisis Center
Portland Youth Respite Center
Prostitutes Anonymous
Raphael House Domestic
Violence Shelter

Rose City Low-Cost Housing
Complex

Rosemont School

Seniors Make Sense
Shepherd's Door

Shutter Creek Corrections
Society of St. Vincent DePaul
Steps for Success

The Tongan Church

Training and Education Center
Welfare Workforce

White Shield House

Young Women’s Christian
Association

And the list keeps growing
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